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Attenpts by representatives of the Venszuslan Idnistry of Labor tc Porm workey
syrdicates in the Bolivar ccastal ares o) fisids have not with sene success.
One such governmont~sponscred union, the Sindieato de Trabajadores Libres de
la Industria Potrolera (STLIP), was lorzlized by the Inspector of labor oniy
one week after syndicate organizers appesred in the aven.

i goverament-uponsored syndicate is in the process of being formed in the Tis
Juans, carp of the Croolo Petroloum Corporation, but bas not as yet boen formally
logalized. 8o far the syndinate has spproximately 40 nenbers. 15 of whon are
iaborers empleyed by a firr vhich has just completod ite contraet work foxr
Creole, This embryonic union hos taken adventage of the labor code refulations
and . elthough not rocognized by the Labor Tnopoctor as & legal symdicate, has
"o rhle to demaud that the 15 workers orployed by the private contracto. re=

. -+ the payro..i even though the jeb for which theyr vere hired has boon con=
pleted. The union's eppsal %0 the Labor Inspector was based on that section of
the labor code uhich in offoct provents an employer fron discharging an onployes
if said employee is a mewber of a syndicate whish, although not legal, is in the
process of obiaining legaliznltion from the Inspachor of labor.

Considerable opposition to the nevw syndicates has boen observed both in Cabimas
end Lagunilias, Two Union Republicans Donoerstica affiliates, the Union do
Obrer: 5 y Umplsados Potrolercs de Cabimas and the Organizacion Dindical de
Trabaj-dores ds Iagunillos, hove oxprossed their disapproval of the STLIP and
are very bitter at the attempts of the lHnigtry of labor to form werker gymdie
cates. Their protests took the form of a hondbill vhich is indicative of the
groving opposition to the pgovermment astion.
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